
ST. MATTHEW CHURCH 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 4/1/19 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00PM 

ATTENDANCE: Cristina Martinez, Tony Bengco, Donnie Gardner, Brigida Monzon, 

Elizabeth O’Parka, Steven DiLiberto, Louise Lewis, Fr. Stephen Opoku-Boaheng, 

Deacon Dan Sorady  

EXCUSED: Todd Garrett 

 

1. Approval of minutes from 3/4/2019 meeting 

 

2. Ministry Committee Updates: 

 

a. Respect Life Committee- 

i. The Respect Life Committee is still searching for someone to head 

up this parish ministry. This position involves disseminating 

information regarding events, new legislation, setting up guest 

speakers, hosting regular meetings. 

ii. Sharon W. will take charge of the Parish Spiritual Adoption 

program this spring. Maria R. will handle the annual Baby Bottle 

Campaign Mother's Day weekend to support Hope 4 Life 

pregnancy resource mobile. Support from other parish ministries 

is always welcome. 

b. Finance Council will meet April 8. 

c. Education Committee- 

i. The Catholicism series is still ongoing on Wednesdays at 6-8 PM 

in the Parish Library. We will be ending on May 15th.  The 

attendance has been quite discouraging. There were weeks where 

only two people showed up. The most Barbara had was 8 

parishioners and now, there are only four regular attendees. It's 

not a lot but we all get a lot from Bishop Barron! 

ii. The Lenten Reflection and Testimonials are ongoing every Friday 

during the Lenten meal offered by the Knights of Columbus. We 
have two Fridays left. Despite Fr. Stephen's encouragement, it's 
still the same people that shows up. Attendance varies but never 
above fifty. 

iii. The Book Review on March 23 was also poorly attended. There 
were only less than twenty parishioners, including Oscar and 
Barbara.  The previously planned 4 teams Jeopardy only ended to 
be 2 small teams. It was a big disappointment. Even the attendees 
were disappointed at the attendance although they thoroughly 



enjoyed the game. Oscar and Barbara have to re-think how we can 
make it better.  

iv. For the first book review, there were around thirty people in 
attendance. We think more people came because they already had 
the book (from Christmas book give-away). For this second book 
review, parishioners were asked to buy the book. We were 
planning to read a book on apologetics next. We may pre-buy the 
book and offer it for purchase after each Mass on a weekend but 
that means investing on books that we may not sell out. We may 
try direct approach, "word of mouth" type of advertisement as well. 
Or, drop the program altogether. It was frustrating for the 
organizers with the time and days spent, diligently preparing the 
'jeopardy' games. It was a lot of work but is it worth it? It's the 
same people who comes. The Education Committee is at it's wits 

end how else to reach to the "uninterested" people in the pews.  
v. We still plan on taking parishioners to a summer Steubenville 

Conference in Franciscan University, Steubenville, OH. Oscar was 
going to coordinate with St. John the Apostle as they always have 
a bus that goes each year. We do not have funds to rent our own 
bus. 

vi. Note that from the past few years, Fr. Abe usually had Parish Life 
(now Education Committee) take a break in the summer. Barbara 
is verifying her summer schedule to see what she can 
accommodate. 

d. Liturgy Committee- 
i. Perpetual Adoration – Arnel Rodriguez – Still have some open 

spots for Adorers. Adoration Chapel needs new carpeting, 27 years 
old. Soliciting funds, looking to replace carpet on 20 April $$$ 
permitting. 

ii. A training day for all our volunteers. There was a problem with 
getting the word out so this needs to be rescheduled for after 
Easter. 

iii. Bereavement team is meeting. Barry Taylor to speak on this 
program. This program is for those who have lost a loved one and 
could use some help. 8 week program starting 21 Feb 2019 @ 
11:30AM in the Assembly Hall following Bible Study. 

iv. During LENT it is not permitted to decorate the altar with flowers, 
and the use of musical instruments is allowed only so far as to 
support the singing. Laetare Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent) is an 
exception (GRM pg70) 

v. Communion for the Sick and Viaticum as well as Anointing of the 
Sick during the Season of Lent and the Triduum is permitted all 
days. 

vi. No infant Baptisms are permitted unless emergency. Contact Fr 
Stephen for exceptions. 

vii. Need assistance after morning prayer on Holy Saturday to dress 
the Altar, arrange flowers, take down tables in assembly hall 

 
3. School Update: 

a. Middle School students attended the March for Life 



b. School play is scheduled for April 12 & 13, tickets available for purchase. 
They also held a Wonka Bar promotion with golden tickets hidden in the 
bars. 

c. School Carnival is scheduled for the second weekend in May 
d. SMS will be closed on April 22 but Dr. Galvez will be hosting a Safety 

Conference with members from the Chesapeake City Council, School 
Board, State Delegates, and VBPD in attendance (around 50-60 people). 
She will be sharing the importance of a school/law enforcement 
partnership, SMS’ evolution to a model of school safety, plus a live 
demonstration of the shooter detection system. 

e. Matthew’s Money sales after mass in the Assembly Hall has been low, 
but optimistic for continuing in to the future 

 
4. Sound System Update 

a. Oscar, Terry, Todd and Michelle met recently to review quotes 
b. Onyx Audio is the preferred vendor. Quote is a little high ($15,000), 

however we’ve asked them to revise into “essentials” and “extras.” Would 
like to use the Annual Appeals Funds to pay for essentials (sound 
quality) and petition the Knights to help with the “extras” (hanging mics 
for choir and stage box for ease of use in the choir/orchestra area. More 
to come. 

 
5. Bishop’s Mass & Banquet – Saturday, July 13th at 5:30pm 

a. Planning is on track 
 

6. Welcome Table 
a. We are going with the executive desk with the glass top 
b. Louise will contact Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts for volunteers to touch up the 

desk & provide a Welcome sign 
c. Deacon Dan will find out the cost to cut down the glass top to size 

 
7. Communications 

a. Template for Monitor: should be downloadable from the website, need to 
submit a request to mediarequest@saintmatts.net to have a slide 
included 

b. List of events including the Lenten Schedule should be transferred from 
the website to the monitor – Donnie to work with Oscar 

c. Office migration to new registration system 
i. This system is more than just emails, it is a nationwide system for 

keeping track of parishioners, where they are registered, their 
families, sacraments, and annual donations.  

ii. St. Stephen Martyr already has this setup on their website, 

see  http://ssmrcc.org/home/my-own-church/ 
iii. New parishioners will be registered under the new system, then 

rolling forward to include current parishioners 
iv. For current parishioners – Add to Website. This will be soon, once 

the office approves the new pages (I still need to put this together). 
Add insert to bulletins, this will be over the summer, after Holy 
Week. We are waiting until after Holy Week because this is a very 
busy time for the office and each registration the office has to 

mailto:mediarequest@saintmatts.net
http://ssmrcc.org/home/my-own-church/


process and link to the parishioners’ envelopes. Announcements 
during Masses, this will start in the fall. One mass per week so the 

registrants don't inundate the office. For the announcements, it 

was suggested having some sort of incentive, we could design 
parish t-shirts for the parish feast day as a fundraiser and keep 

a few to give aways as prizes as well as contact businesses for 
giveaway items. 

v. This timeline might be adjusted based on the office’s comfort level.  
 

8. Other Business 
a. Pew Maintenance required: overall review of all pews for maintenance, 

especially the top ends of the pews and seats. 
b. A few insects have been spotted in the church so exterminating in the 

church may be required. 
c. Diocesan policy is that all adults working with youth need to be VIRTUS 

trained. Deacon Dan to clarify if a volunteer at the parish needs to be a 
registered parishioner. 

d. Tuesday Coffee fellowship attendance is low. 
e. Divine Mercy Sunday is Sunday, April 28, 2019. A celebration at St. 

Matthew will start at 1:15 pm. 
f. Next Meeting: May 6th 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 7:09PM 


